
 

 

 
 
Dear Ms. Bipkins, 
 

Thank you so much for your kind donation of a painting to the Family Lounge at 
the Salinas Valley Medical Surgical Center.  As you know, this Family Lounge is a 
waiting area for families who have young children undergoing surgical procedures. This 
area is meant to alleviate the stress felt by family members who are awaiting the 
outcome of these complicated medical operations. We are aware of how difficult this 
decision is and we are grateful to have the opportunity to offer you some of our insights 
into which painting we feel is the most appropriate. 

The first painting that we considered was Moonrise over Hernandez, New Mexico 
by Ansel Adams which is exquisite. We loved the depth of the painting; however, we 
feel it might be too dark for the Family Lounge. We noticed that there was a cemetery in 
the foreground that might make the families think about death, so we want to choose a 
painting that has more color and will allow the families in the waiting room to feel 
uplifted.  

Likewise, William Michael Harnett’s painting of After the Hunt, although beautiful, 
may not have been the most appropriate for a children’s hospital due to the more 
graphic depiction of animals. The colors were calming, but we would like to refrain from 
referencing pain and/or death in our waiting room.  

Similarly, George Caleb Bingham’s, Boatmen on the Missouri, is a lovely 
painting; however, the expressions on the men’s faces seem a bit sinister and perhaps 
frightening to the clientele of the center.  

Our final decision, Lake Basin in the High Sierra, encompasses some important 
features that would be significant at the Children’s Surgical Center in Salinas.  The blue 
of the lake is vivid and it is a nice focal point that could provide a calm or tranquil 
moment for families.  The Sierras are in California, which some of the families may have 
visited before, if not, they surely will be familiar with the geography. The mountains 
reaching high into the sky could symbolically offer some hope or a form of inspiration for 
anyone that may need it.  Overall, we think the tone is fitting for a waiting room and is 
obviously free of anything that may be considered offensive or unsettling.  

Again, it is generous and special that you are trying to lift the spirits of everyone 
facing these difficult life circumstances.  It is not every day that someone is willing to 
part with something so meaningful with the only purpose of helping others. We greatly 
appreciate your donation. 
 
Sincerely, 
SVMC staff 


